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MAGIC BY THE RIVER:
NEW HOPE, PA

By Holly Risingstar Kline

All-Are-Welcome Vibe includes Pagans!
On a warm summer’s day or crisp autumn 

afternoon, gather up your witchy friends, blast the 
Gaia Consort down the open road, and get your-
self over to New Hope, PA. This traditionally Pa-
gan- and LBGT-friendly town is tucked along the 
Delaware River, right on the New Jersey-Pennsyl-
vania border, just a hop, skip, and a broom-jump 
from Trenton. The lush and leafy drive through 
the twists and turns of Bucks County is worth the 
price of the gas it’ll take you to get there. Once 
you’ve arrived, the deliciously friendly town boasts 
one of the most enjoyable shopping districts 
around, where everything from twice-blessed 
sage to jewelry to knockout Goth gear is readily 
available. People-watching here is outstanding. 
The all-are-welcome vibe of New Hope quickly 
becomes apparent; on any given weekend, bikers, 
Pagans, lesbian and gay couples, and stroller-
wielding families all mix and mingle in the streets. 
Horse-drawn carriages and motorcycles cruise 
along Main Street side-by-side. Hardly anyone 
seems shy, and it’s easy to strike up a conversa-
tion with complete strangers. That’s just part of 
New Hope’s energy. 
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Many of the town’s buildings are three centu-
ries old; ghost tours are available for the spirit-
seeking, and several buildings in New Hope have 
haunted reputations. In fact, New Hope is some-
times called the “most haunted town in America;” 
the Logan Inn alone is reputed to have at four 
ghosts in residence. The town boasts a well-
known playhouse, canal rides, and trips on the 
1920’s-vintage Ivyland Railroad.  You can’t miss 
the station on Bridge Street, topped appropriately 
with an architectural Witch’s Hat.  

Being on the Delaware River, New Hope has 
an open-air, natural feel; impressive old trees 
line the streets, the sunlight-dappled Main Street 
offers a river view around every corner and ducks 
and geese abound. (Keep an eye out for water-
skiers; occasionally, they wear werewolf masks, 
and that’s a sight worth seeing!) Off Main Street, 
there are three more side streets (Bridge, Me-
chanic, and Ferry) dripping with boutiques and 
restaurants. Truly, the town has great history, 
food, and culture, but shopping is the biggest draw 
in this very tourist-oriented town, and if you’re 
going, you’ll want to be ready. (The heady tour-
ist environment means prices in New Hope tend 
toward the steep, so choose a day to visit when 
you’re flush in the pocket.)

Let’s Talk Magick.
The big names, 

Mystickal Times and 
Gypsy Heaven, form 
the kernel of the Pa-
gan goodness in New 
Hope. Both can be 
found on on the south 
side of Main Street.

At Mystickal 
Times, the brash and 
beautiful Stacy mixes 
magical oils from the 
oils and herbs that 
line the shelves of the 
shop like books in a library. She’s always happy to 
whip up a custom blend while chatting away about 
any subject you can imagine.  If she really likes 
your concoction, you may find yourself in her rec-
ipe book with a blend named after you! The store 
is chock-full of incenses, candles, art, books, and 
music, all presented with a decided artlessness. 
A favored child of Bast, the store cat just might be 
generous enough to allow you to pet her — she is 
a bit picky about her admirers!  The store hosts or 
promotes a multitude of Pagan events, including 
an annual Samhain charity celebration; drumming 
circles, sabbat meetings, nature walks and Wicca 
classes. Customers are friendly, too; if you need 
something special and can’t get the attention of 
the busy staff, just start talking about your needs 
and one of your fellow patrons will probably jump 
right in.
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Just up the street, the 
vibe at Gypsy Heaven is 
equally fascinating, if a bit 
more formal. Watch those 
wards going in, you will 
feel them as you approach 
the door!  Once inside, 
the tiny but well-beloved 
“Witch Shop of New Hope” 
is densely packed with 
magickal goodies, includ-
ing a wall’s worth of herbs 

and books, plus several cases full of jewelry, 
statuettes, crystals, pendulums, spell kits, and 
athames. Enjoy a good browse free from any 
hint of raised eyebrows or condemnation; in New 
Hope it’s a rare soul who will bat an eye at the 
comings and goings of Pagans of all varieties.  As 
Jen, one of the lovely ladies from Gypsy Heaven 
says, “It’s just more comfortable here. The energy 
is really good — it makes it easy. You don’t get 
people staring at you.”  

What the store lacks in size, it makes up for 
in tradition. The owner, Tammie runs classes on 
Wicca, crystals, and meditation; she has been 
practicing for more than two decades, and her 
devotion to the store and the Pagan community 
shows in the way she speaks about New Hope.   
“I love being in the store and showing people what 
to do!” she says, her deep love of Wicca clear in 
her voice. 

Shopping and Dining Galore! 
Looking down Main Street, you’ll see shops 

featuring clothing, art, books, kitchenware, 
candles, antiques, cigars, music, and even a 
shop dedicated entirely to gargoyles. On the op-
posite side of Main Street from Gypsy Heaven 
and Mystickal Times, The Three Cranes offers 
up fantastic Thai art, clothing, and jewelry; don’t 
mind the dog sleeping on the store’s stoop – he’s 
a sweetheart, and you can step right over him 
on your way in. Prefer something more West-
ern? Jr’s Southwestern Trading Post is loaded 
with goodies, including an impressive display 
of Kachina dolls and colorful beads. If you have 
more of a hippie bent, Superkind is a great place 
for tie-dye, incense, and patchwork art. (Mind 
your fingers around the parrot; the warning signs 
aren’t kidding — she really does bite.) Against 
The Grain just can’t be beat for its Goth gear, 

shiny jewelry and the 
mind-boggling display 
of weaponry.  If you 
have a taste for Faire 
gear, sharp, or shiny 
objects, you won’t be 
disappointed. Gothic 
Creations (the afore-
mentioned gargoyle 
shop) has a more spe-
cialized selection, but 
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certainly is not to be missed. Though you’ll find 
plenty of Goth-worthy gargoyles, Goddesses, and 
gorgeous goodies, the proprietor is truly a lover of 
architecture; many of the gargoyles are reproduc-
tions of actual building adornments from Euro-
pean and American cities. Sexy witches, don’t 
miss out on Le Chateau Exotique (it’s on one of 
those side streets). It’s seductively stocked with 
corsets, lingerie, and *ahem* “toys” for consent-
ing adults, and the clerks are just bursting to give 
you suggestions on how to use them. Chez is not 
for the shy, so be forewarned; even some of the 
seasoned among you may blush a bit. 

When you’re done shopping yourself silly, 
you still aren’t done: can we talk about the food?  
There are eateries for everyone in New Hope.  
Sidewalk cafes abound, and you can get any-
thing from haute cuisine to bar food, all within a 
few blocks. Thai, Mexican, Cuban, Italian, pub 
fare — your toughest task will be choosing!  If you 
can catch it while it’s open, Geneser’s Exotic Ice 
Cream is the spot to find such fey and yummy 
flavors as Rose Petal or Violet ice cream.  If you 
crave spicy instead of sweet, do not miss Suzie’s 
Hot Shop. Come to think of it, even if you don’t 
like spicy this place is worth seeing and if you’re 
looking for a real kicker for banishing powders or 
four thieves vinegar, this is your nirvana.

As grand as New Hope is, there are a few 
caveats.  Parking is copious but also pricey, 
especially on weekends. The famous face of New 
Hope is also becoming more mainstream and 
less unique; the addition of a nationwide chain 
coffee shop was hard enough, but now an even 
larger doughnut dealer has taken over the op-
posing corner, causing many who treasure the 
town’s art-community roots to roll their eyes. The 
New Hope scene may be in danger of fading, or it 
may simply be a turn of the Wheel.  Time, and the 
national development of Pagan culture, will tell. If 
you are up to contributing your part to preserving 
this unique shopping and dining treasure, head on 
out. You won’t regret it!

Holly Kline is a 
practicing Wiccan living 
in South Jersey.  Having 
followed the Craft for 23 
years, she calls herself 
Eclectic.  She leans heav-
ily into Roman, Celtic, 
and Greek practices.  
Holly is also a mental 
health therapist and multi-
media artist, working in 
beadwork, photography, 
and Steampunk accesso-
ries.  Her art can be seen 

at http://www.irrepressiblestyles.com/
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